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NOTES ON EPHESIANS

Adapted from Lowell D. Williams by Byron Gage

INTRODUCTION

THE CHURCH AT EPHESUS:  The church at Ephesus has an interesting N.T. history.  The
reader is first introduced to Asia in Acts 2:9 by being informed that devout Jews from Asia were
present  at Jerusalem on Pentecost.   Later during Paul's 2nd journey he is forbidden to preach in
Asia (Acts 16:6) by the Holy Spirit. Returning from Corinth on this same journey, Paul stopped at
Ephesus and reasoned a short time with the Jews, and then left Aquila and Priscilla in this city
(Acts 18:19).  Before Paul returned, Apollos came and spoke boldly in the synagogue (Acts
18:24-28).  Paul then returned to Ephesus and finding the 12 of the disciples had only received
John's baptism, he bapt ized them into Christ (Acts 19:1-7).   Paul then spent 3 months teaching in
the synagogue and 2 years teaching in the school of Tyrannus (Acts 19:8, 10).  His work at this
time was so successful that all Asia heard the word (Acts 19:10).  Paul left Ephesus to go into
Macedonia and Achaia and returned to Miletus (Acts 20:17) where he called for the elders at
Ephesus and gave them his farewell speech (Acts 20:18-35).

The next event is the let ter Paul wrote to Ephesus during his two year imprisonment at Rome
(Acts 28:30).  Paul then evidently is released from prison and once again visited Ephesus leaving
Timothy to rebuke false teachers that  are arising there.  These teachers are evident ly the beginning
of the apostasy (even of the eldership) which Paul had warned about in his farewell speech (I Tim.
1:3; Acts 28:29).

The last reference to the Ephesian church is from the Lord Jesus Himself when He (through
John) writes to them in Rev. 2:1-7.  At this time they are growing weak in love.  The Lord
threatens to remove the church from Ephesus if they do not  repent .  This indeed is a sobering
thought when one realizes that today there is not only no church but no city at all.

LETTER TO EPHESUS:  The letter to the Ephesians was written about A.D. 62 during Paul's
two year imprisonment in Rome.  He sent the letter by Tychicus (6:21) along with the Colossian
letter (4:7).  Onesimus went with Tychicus (Col. 4:9) and also carried the letter to Philemon
(1:10).  Philippians was also written by Paul during this period (1:12; 4:22).

All four epistles refer to Paul as a prisoner:  Eph. 3:1; 4:1; 6:20; Phil. 1:13; Col. 4:18; Phile.
1:10.

The same men are present when Paul writes the four epistles.  Tychicus-Eph. 6:21; Col. 4:7. 
Epaphras - Phile. 1:23; Col. 4:12.  Luke, Demas, Mark - Col. 4:14; Phile. 1:23
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OUTLINE OF EPHESIANS
I.  SALUTATION - 1:1-2

II.  GOD'S ETERNAL PURPOSE IN CHRIST - 1:3-14

III.  THE CHURCH IN THE ETERNAL PURPOSE OF GOD - 1:15-4:16

A.  THE CHURCH - The fullness of Christ - 1:15-23

B.  THE CHURCH - The alive in Christ - 2:1-10

C.  THE CHURCH - The reconciled in Christ - 2:11-22

1.  The Body of Christ - v. 10
2.  Fellow-citizens of kingdom of Christ - v. 19
3.  Household of God or family of God - v. 19
4.  Temple of God - vv. 21-22

D.  THE CHURCH - The manifestation of God's wisdom - 3:1-21

1.  Praises of God for the church in prayer - vv. 14-21

E.  THE CHURCH - It's unity and growth - 4:1-16

IV.  THE CHURCH - MEMBER CONDUCT AND CHARACTER - 4:17-6:24

A.  General exhortations concerning godly living - 4:17-5:21

B.  Various relationships of a Christian

1.  Marriage relationship - 5:22-32
a.  Husband's relationship to his wife.
b.  Wife's relationship to her husband.
c.  Christ's relationship to the church.
d.  The church's relationship to Christ.

2.  Family relationship - 6:1-4
a.  Children's relationship to parents.
b.  Parents' relationship to children.

3.  Laboring relationship - 6:5-9
a.  Servant's relationship to master.
b.  Master's relationship to servants.

4.  Relationship to the devil's forces - 6:10-20
a.  Devil is the Christian's enemy.
b.  Christian must always wear fighting armor.

V.  CONCLUSION - 6:21-24
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NOTES ON EPHESIANS

Adapted from Lowell D. Williams

I.  INTRODUCTION -

A.  The Ephesian and Colossian epistles were both written by Paul at Rome during the two
years recorded in Acts 28:30.  Ephesians reveals the place of the church in God's plan while
Colossians sets forth the place of Christ.  Ephesians reveals that the church is the fullness of
Christ and Colossians reveals that Christ is the fullness of the Godhead.  Both books unveil
the eternal purpose of God.

B.  "The apostle surveys in this thanksgiving the entire source of the revelation of grace. 
Standing with the men of his day, the new-born community of the sons of God in Christ,
midway between the ages past and to come, he looks backward to the source of man's
salvation when it lay a silent thought in the mind of God, and forward to the hour when it
shall have accomplished its promise and achieved our redemption." (G.B. Findlay, The
Epistle to the Ephesians).

Purposed                             Consummation
Chose us Mystery    Christ    Holy Spirit     of purpose.
Foreordained Revealed the

mystery and      Inheritance
sealed the      I Pet. 1:3-5
believer.   

C.  "Other epistles begin with thanksgiving; this one, Second Corinthians, and First Peter begin
with a doxology, and the greatest of these doxologies is this one found in Ephesians." 
(R.C.H. Lenski, p. 349)

1.  "The doxology is Trinitarian.  It reaches from eternity to eternity." (Ibid. p. 350)
a.  cf. Psalm 103

D.  "The phrase 'in Christ', 'in whom', 'in Him' occurs ten times, the number of the greatest
rhetorical completeness.  Christ is the golden string on which all the pearls of this doxology
are strung."  (Ibid. p. 350)

E.  Things we have in Christ and not out of Christ.

1.  Every Spiritual blessing
2.  Chosen in Christ           
3.  Foreordained              
4.  Adopted as sons       
5.  Grace of God     
6.  Redemption        
7.  Made known the will of God 
8.  Forgiveness        

9.  Dispensation of the fullness of times
10.  Sum up all things
11.  Made an heritage
12.  Heard the word
13.  Believed
14.  Hoped
15.  Sealed with the Holy Spirit
16.  Received an earnest of our inheritance
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F.  "According to his good pleasure" occurs three times.

G.  Each thought  in these verses may be broken down into the following:

1.  Who did it?  Always God is the subject.
2.  What did God do?  Always something for us.
3.  How did God do it?  Always through Christ.
4.  Why did God do it?  Always for the salvation of man, motivated by His love.

a.  See this demonstrated on the following chart:

BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST...

with every spiritual blessing
who hath blessed us in heavenly places

in Chr ist

where? In Him

even as He chose us when?  before  the foundatio n of the world
why?   that we  should b e 1. holy  2. with out blem ish

unto adoption as sons
throug h Jesus C hrist

having  foreorda ined us unto H imself
according to th e good pleasu re of His will
to the praise of the glory of His grace

we have our redemption
grace which He freely bestowed upon us -- in the Beloved in whom the forgiveness of our trespasses

through His blood
according to the riches of His grace

wisdom
which H e made to a boumd  toward u s in all

prudence

according to His good pleasure
makin g known  unto us the  mystery of H is will which H e purposed in  Him

unto a dispensation of the fulness of the times
to sum u p all things in the he avens and th ings upon the  earth

In Him
we were made a heritage according to th e purpose of H im who w orketh all

having been foreordained things after the cou nsel of His will
to the end that we should be unto the praise of His glory

\we who h ad befor e hoped in  Christ

the word of tru th
ye also having heard

in Whom the gospel of your salvation
ye were sealed with the H oly Spir it of prom ise

\having \which is an earnest of our inheritance
  \believed unto the redemption of God's own possession

\unto the praise of His glory
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II.  GOD'S ETERNAL PURPOSE IN CHRIST.  (Eph. 1:3-13)

A.  "Blessed be the god and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ."

1.  These are the basic elements of the sentence.
2.  Blessed means "well spoken" literally. Thayer says "blessed, praise."
3.  God - The architect and fountain head of all blessings. vv. 3-6

a.  "For Jesus in his human nature God is his God, and for Jesus in his deity God is his
Father, his God since the Incarnation, his Father from all eternity."  (Lenski, p. 352) 
Perhaps just backwards (LW)
(1)  Also see II Cor. 1:3; Eph. 1:17; Mt. 27:46; Jn. 20:17

B.  "who hath blessed us"

1.  "The substantivized participle 'he who blessed us' is a constative aorist  which sums up all
the blessings of God in one grand act.  'With every blessing' adds the cognate noun in
order to emphasize the idea of the participle."  (Lenski, p. 352)

C.  "with every spiritual blessing"

1.  "Every" denotes all.  There is no spiritual blessing that can come from any other source
or be received in any other sphere than the one following.

a.  "All the father can bestow.
b.  All the son can provide
c.  All the spirit can apply." (Pul. Comm.)

2.  The nature of the blessings are spiritual.  God blesses all men with blessings other than
those of a spiritual nature.  Ma. 5:45.

3.  Some spiritual blessing which follow that can be received only in Christ are:

a. Being chosen of God.
b. Foreordained.
c. Grace.
d. Redemption.
e. Forgiveness.
f. Made a heritage.
g. Sealed.

D.  "in heavenly places"  Gk. lit. "in the heavenlies."

1.  This phrase occurs no where else than in Eph. 1:20; 2:6; 3:10-11; 6:12

2.  Two general thoughts.

a.  It  means the church.
b.  It means the spiritual sphere.

3.  How is the term used?
1:3   in Christ
1:20  Christ sits with the father.
2:6   us to sit with him in the heavenly places
3:10 principalities and powers in the...
6:12 against the powers, principalities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against
the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the...
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E.  "in Christ"

1.  "The whole action of blessing with every blessing as well as the recipients of those
blessings are in the sphere formed by Christ and not an inch beyond that sphere." 
(Lenski, p. 354)

2.  "If the sphere of an action is Christ, the objects of that act must also be within that
sphere or else they would be beyond the sphere of the action itself." (Ibid.)

F.  "even as he chose us in him"

1.  Chose -

a.  "to pick out, choose" - Thayer, See Acts 15:7; Jas. 2:5

2.  Chose comes from the Greek word Eklektos (elect).  "Expresses the idea of selection
for oneself out of a number...The foundation of the statement is the great O.T. idea of
Israel as a nation chosen by the Lord to be 'a peculiar people unto Himself, above all
people that are upon the earth'  (Deut. 14:2)...The immediate subject is not what we
are or are made, but what God does, His election and how it proceeds.  And the idea
is that election has its ground in Christ, in the sense that apart from Christ  and
without respect to His special relat ion to us, and His foreseen work, there would be
no election of us.  (Salmond, Exp. Gk. Text)

3.  Conditional or unconditional choosing?  Individual or group choosing?

a.  "This is the character to be worn by the persons chosen, and it clearly shows that Paul
was speaking of a class, and not of individuals as such.  This in no way intimates that
God by any direct power made them holy and without blemish; but he had chosen that
class as his beloved, and left it to every man to make himself one of the class.  It is
said of that class that they were the elect 'according to the foreknowledge of God the
father in sanctification of the spirit, unto obedience.'"  (I Pet. 1:1-2) (Lipscomb, p. 18)

b.  "This being said of the Ephesians brethren in general, it cannot be an election of the
whole of them, as individuals, to eternal life, see I Thess. 1:4 note 2, but must be that
election which before the foundation of the world, God made of holy persons of all
nations to be his children and people and to enjoy the blessings promised to such." 
(Lightfoot, p. 320)

4.  Time of the elect ion -

a.  Before the foundation of the world. Jn.17:24; Eph.1:4; I Pet.1:20

(1)  Foundation - "1.   a throwing or laying down"  "2.  a founding (laying down a
foundation)."  Thayer

5.  Purpose of the election -

a.  "that we should be holy and without blemish."
(1)  Holy

(a) "Properly reverend, worthy of veneration."  Thayer's comment is "of things
which on account of some connection with God possess a certain distinction
and claim to reverence, as places sacred to God which are not to be profaned,
Act 7:33."

(b) "set apart for God, to be as it were, exclusively his."
Thayer

(2) without blemish
(a) "without blemish" Thayer see I Pet. 1:19; Lev. 22:21

 
G.  "having foreordained us."
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1.  Foreordained -

a. "to predetermine, decide beforehand "to foreordain, appoint beforehand."  Thayer
b.  Denotes to bound, to set a boundary (English, horizon); hence to mark out definitely,

determine before, foreordain (Acts 4:28; I Cor. 2:7; Rom. 8:29-30; Eph. 1:5, 11)." 
W.E. Vine

c.  See Jn. 10:16; Acts 18:9-10.  "The meaning of both passages is that there were a
number of persons of that frame of mind and disposition of heart that when they heard
the gospel they would believe and obey it."  (Lipscomb)

2.  The foreordaining was in the purpose of God.  vv. 9-11.

H.  "unto adoption as sons through Jesus Christ unto himself."

1.  Adoption - "adopting, adoption as sons."  Thayer

2. "By adoption, therefore, Paul does not mean the bestowal of the full privileges of the
family on those who are sons by nature, but the acceptance into the family of those who
do not by nature belong to it , and the placing of those who are not sons originally and by
right in the relation proper to those who are sons by birth."  (Lipscomb p. 19) - Gal. 4:5-
7.

3. One can only be adopted to God (as a son) through Jesus Christ.

I.  "according to the good pleasure of his will."

1.  Good pleasure - "good-will, kindly intent, benevolence."  Thayer

2.  Will - "what one wishes or has determined shall be done."  Thayer

   J.  "to the praise of the glory of his grace."

1.  To - eis "unto" "in order that" "for the purpose of"

2.  Praise - "approbation, commendation, praise"  Thayer. see Phil. 4:8; Rom. 2:29

3.  Glory - in the sacred writ, always good opinion concerning one, and as from that, praise,
honor, glory:" Lk. 14:10; Heb. 3:3; I Pet. 3:19 Thayer

4.  Grace - 1. sweetness, charm, loveliness" "2. good-will, lovingkindness, favor." 
"moreover the work karis contains the idea of kindness which bestows one what he has
not deserved." Thayer

K.  "which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved."

1.  Bestowed - "to make graceful i.e., charming, lovely, agreeable.  2. to pursue with grace,
compass with favor, to honor with blessings."  Thayer

L.  "in whom we have our redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace"

1.  Redemption -

a. A releasing effected by payment of ransom, redemption, deliverance, liberation
procured by the payment of a ransom." Thayer

b.  Redemption is explained as the "forgiveness of trespasses."

2.  Through his blood - This was the cleansing power for people under both the O.T. and
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N.T.  Heb. 9:15, 22; 10:4; 11:40.

3.  Forgiveness of our trespasses -

a.  Forgiveness - "1.  Release, as from bondage, imprisonment, etc. Lk. 4:18; Isa. 61:1."
"2.  Forgiveness, pardon, of sins (prop. the letting them go as if they had not been
committed...)"  Thayer

b.  Trespasses -  "1.  prop. a fall beside or near something; but nowhere found in this
sense.  2.  Trop. a lapse or deviation from truth and uprightness; a sin, misdeed." 
Thayer

4.  Riches -
a. "a.  Abundance of eternal possessions:  Mt. 23:22; Mk. 4:19" etc.
b."fullness, abundance, plentitude."

5.  Grace - see grace above:  Section "J" Item "4"

M.  "which he made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence."

1.  Abound - "to exceed a fixed number or measure; to be over and above a certain number
or measure."  Thayer

2.  Wisdom - "wisdom, broad and full intelligence."  Thayer

3.  Intelligence - Prudence

a.  "understanding"  Thayer

N.  "making known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he
purposed in him."

1.  Mystery - "a hidden or secret thing, not obvious to the understanding."  "a hidden
purpose or counsel; secret will."  Thayer

2.  Purposed - "to place before, to set forth, so set  forth to be looked at, exposed to view." 
Thayer

O.  "unto a dispensation of the fullness of the times to sum up all things in Christ,  the things in
the heavens, and the things upon the earth."

1.  Dispensation -

a.  "The management of a household or of household affairs; the management, oversight,
administration of other's property; the office of a manager or overseer, stewardship." 
Thayer see. Lk. 1:1-4; Col. 1:25.

b.  "arrangement  or administration" W.E. Vine
c.  "The divine ordering of the affairs of the world." New Cent. Dic.

2.  Fullness -

a.  "that which is or has been filled."  "that which fills or with which a thing is filled." 
Thayer

b.  When the time was ready - Gal. 4:4; Mk. 1:14, 15

3.  Times - "a measure of time.  A fixed and definite time."  Thayer

4.  Sum up - "to sum up (again), to repeat summarily and so to condense into a summary
(as the summary of a speech)"  Thayer
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P.  "in whom also we were made a heritage"

1.  Heritage - "to cast lots, determine by lot.  To choose by lot.  To allot, assign by lot." 
Thayer

a. Clergy (cleric) comes from this word.  All of God's people are the clergy.

Q.  "having been foreordained according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after
the counsel of his will."

1.  Foreordained or predestinated - "to predetermine, decide beforehand, to foreordain,
appoint beforehand."  Thayer

2.  Purpose - "the setting forth of a thing, placing of it in view.  A purpose."  Thayer

3.  Counsel - "counsel, purpose"  Thayer.  See Lk. 7:30; 23:51; Acts 2:23; 5:38; 27:12

4.  Working or operating - "to be operative, be at work, put forth power.  To effect."
Thayer

R.  "to the end that we should be unto the praise of his glory, we who had before hoped in
Christ."

1.  Hoped - "to hope before"  Thayer

S.  "in whom ye also, having heard the word of the truth, the gospel of your salvation."

1.  "Ye" is the Gentiles in contrast to the Jews (we) of the previous verse.

2.  The word of the truth is the gospel.

T.  "in whom having also believed, ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise"

1.  Sealed -

a.  "to set a seal upon, mark with a seal, to seal." Thayer
b.  "to seal is used to indicate (d) ownership and security, together with destination." 

W.E. Vine

2.  Holy Spirit of promise -

a.  "not active, but passive, promised:  object or content of the promise, Joel 2:28-32;
Isa. 44:3; Ezek. 36:26-27; Zech. 12:10; Jn. 14-16, Acts 2:38-39; Gal. 3:26-27; 4:6-7

b.  Promise -
(1) "announcement, promise, the acts of promising, a promise given to or to be

given."  Thayer

U.  "which is an earnest of our inheritance"

1.  Earnest -

a.  "an earnest,  money which in purchases is given as a pledge that the full amount will
subsequently be paid."  Thayer

b.  "Originally, earnest-money deposited by the purchaser and forfeited if the purchase
was not completed.  In general usage it  came to denote a pledge or earnest  of any
sort; in the N.T. it is used only of that which is assured by God to believers...II Cor.
1:22; 5:5; Eph. 1:14." Vine

c.  "Therefore, it is God's full guarantee that the purpose will be consummated in our
inheritance, in the resurrection, the final work of Christ's redemptive sacrifice, I Pet.
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1:5-9; Heb. 9:27-28."  H. Hailey

2.  Inheritance - "an inheritance, property received (or to be received) by inheritance." 
Thayer

V.  "unto the redemption of God's own possession, unto the praise of his glory."

1.  Redemption - see above verse 7 Section L Item 1
2.  Possession -  "a preserving, preservation, possession, one's own property." Thayer
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III.  THE CHURCH IN THE ETERNAL PURPOSE OF GOD - 1:15 - 4:16

A.  The church - the fullness of Christ.  1:15-23

1.  Paul's prayer - vv. 15-19

a.  Purpose of his giving thanks was because of their faith in the Lord and their love for
the brethren. vv. 15-16

b.  Things for which Paul prayed that God would give them.
(1) Spirit of wisdom -

(a) Wisdom -
i)  Wisdom is the insight which enables a person to see the underlying causes

and consequences of a problem.
(2) Spirit of revelation-

(a) Revelation - "a disclosure of truth, instruction, concerning divine things before
unknown." Thayer Rom. 16:25ff; Eph. 3:1-3

(b) The revelation is to be in the knowledge of God.
(c) How they received the revelation.

i)  "having the eyes of your heart enlightened."
1)  Enlightened - "to give light, to shine, to cause something to exist and

thus to come to light and become clear to all." Thayer
(d) Purpose of revelation (or enlightenment)

 i)  "that ye might know what is the hope of his calling."
1)  Hope is desire plus expectation but is here used objectively as the thing

hoped for.
ii) "what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints."

1)  God's inheritance of all his creation is the saints.  The world and all in it
will be burned.  The wicked will be lost.   Only the saints will be God's
inheritance.

2)  Riches - see v. 7
Glory - see v. 6
Inheritance - see v. 11

iii) "what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe."
1)  Exceeding - "to surpass in throwing; to throw over or beyond anything. 

to transcend, surpass, exceed, excel."  Thayer
2)  Greatness - "greatness" Thayer
3)  Power - "strength, ability, power, inherent power, power residing in a

thing by virtue of its nature, or which a person or thing exerts and puts
forth."

2.  God's power displayed - vv. 20-23

a.  In order to illustrate the exceeding great power of God, Paul uses the resurrection,
ascension, and rule of Christ.

b.  "when he raised him from the dead, and made him to sit at his right hand in the
heavenly places."
(1) "in the heavenlies" shows the sphere where God and Christ are sitting and

reigning.
(2) "The location of Christ at God's right hand is located as follows:
    (a) "far above all..."

1)  Far above - "above, over, far above; of place Eph. 4:10; Heb. 9:5; of
rank, dignity, etc., Eph. 1:21."  Harper 's Ana. Lex.

2)  All - "all, every" Thayer
(b) Rule - "1.  beginning, origin.  2.  The person or thing that commences, the first

person or thing in a series, the leader.  3.  That by which anything begins to be,
the origin.  4.  The extremity of a thing.  5.  The first place, principality, rule,
magistracy."  Thayer

(c) Authority - (Thayer) "1.  Power of choice, liberty of doing as one pleases; leave
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or permission.  2.  Physical and mental power; the ability or strength with which
one is endued, which he either possesses or exercises.  3.  The power of
authority and of right.  4.  The power of rule or government" 

    (d) Power - see above v. 19
(e) Dominion - "dominion, power, lordship.  In the N.T. one who possesses

dominion." Thayer
(f) "every name that is named, not only in this world but also in that which is to

come."
1)  World - "age or time."  "by meton. of the container for the contained.  hoi

aiones denotes the worlds, the universe, i.e. the aggregate of things
contained in time."  Thayer

c.  "and put all things under subjection under his feet."
(1) Subjection - "to arrange under, to subordinate; to subject, put in subjection." 

Thayer
(a)  God is excepted - I Cor. 15:27

d.  "gave him to be head over all things to the church."
(1) "Him" (Christ) is the object of the verb "gave".  Christ is God's gift to the church.

e.  "which is His body."
(1) Eph. 1:22-23 - "the church which is his body." Col. 1:18 - "the body, the church"
(2) I Cor. 12:22ff; Eph. 4:4; 5:23

f.  "the fullness of him that filleth all in all."
(1) This is surely the biggest, grandest, most glorious and most supreme statement

made concerning the church.  Col. 2:9 says that Christ is the fullness of the
Godhead and this statement affirms that the church is the fullness of Christ.

(2) "The paradox lies not only in the fact that he who fills all that exists, fills all in all
possible ways, should yet himself have a fullness filling him; the paradox is even
more intense, namely that 'all the things' filled by Christ 'in all (possible) ways,' that
this church itself so filled, should yet be its own filler's fullness."  Lenski, p. 404

(3) "This filler of all the things has his own plaroma, which is the church, his own
body.  We recall Christ's own words, not only that he is in us but equally that we
and each one of us is in him, John 6:56; 15:4-7; 17:21; I John 3:24.  His being in us
equals he fills us; our being in him equals we fill him.  The Vine has its 'fullness' in
the branches; the Christ cannot have his 'fullness' in any save the Christians, the
church."  Lenski, pp. 404-405

(4) Fullness - "fill, i.e. filled up, covered in every part, thoroughly permeated with,
full, complete, lacking in nothing, perfect." Thayer

(5) Him who filleth - "to make full, to fill, to fill up.  To fill to the full." Thayer

B.  The Church - the alive with Christ. 2:1-10

1.  Their past condition - 2:1-3

a.  Dead in trespasses and sins.
(1) Dead - "one that has breathed his last, lifeless." Thayer
(2) Trespasses -

see Chap. 1:7
(3) Sins - "a failing to hit the mark." Thayer

b.  "once walked according to the course of this world."
(1) Walked - "to walk, walk about, to make one's way, make progress, to regulate

one's life, to conduct one's self."  Thayer
(2) Course - see v. 21 age, world
(3) "This world is the order or system of this earth as it now exists since sin and death

have invaded it, and since this invasion was due to man, 'the world' refers
especially to mankind in its depraved state.  'eon' adds the idea of long existence
but as marked by the added genitive and as finally to give way to another eon or
era that is not so marked."
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"To walk 'in accord with the eon of this world' is to live in a way that harmonizes
with the whole age in its present corrupt and debased order which is due to the
fallen state of mankind and thus contrary to the kingdom of heaven which shall last
forever."  Lenski, pp. 407-408 (Please note how man in general may be considered
"fallen", Rom. 3:23, BGG)

c.  "according to the prince of the powers of the air."

(1) This is clearly Satan - Jn. 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; II Cor. 4:4
(2) Prince - see 1:21, rule
(3) Powers - see 1:21, authority
(4) Air - "the air, the atmospheric region."  Thayer see. Acts 22:23; I Thess. 4:17;

Rev. 9:2; 16:17; I Cor. 9:26; I Cor. 14:9.

d.  "of the spirit that now worketh in the sons of disobedience."
(1) Spirit here probably means disposition.  Compare eph. 5:6-8
(2) Worketh - see 1:19
(3) Disobedience - "disobedience, obstinacy, obstinate opposition to the divine will." 

Rom 11:30-32; Heb. 4:6, 11; Eph 2:2,6; Col. 3:6 Thayer
e.  "among  whom we all also once lived."

(1) "Among whom, namely 'sons of the disobedience,' 'also we all once lived at one
time,' all you Ephesians as well as I, Paul, myself.  'Among whom' means that we
were a part of these sons of disobedience.  'We all' puts former Jews and former
Gentiles on the same plane."  Lenski, 410

(2) Lived - "to turn upside down, overturn.  2.  To turn back, to return.  3.  To turn
higher and thither, to turn one's self about, sojourn, dwell.  4.  To conduct one's
self, behave one's self, live.  Walk."  Thayer

f.  "in the lust of the flesh, doing the desires of the mind."
(1) This described how they walked in disobedience.
(2) Lust - "desire, craving, longing."  "desire for what is forbidden, lust."  Thayer 

Used in a good sense 5 times in the N.T. Lk. 22:15; Phil. 1:23; I Thess. 2:17; I
Tim. 3:1; I Pet. 2:1

(3) Desires - "what one wishes or has determined shall be done, will, choice,
inclination, desire."  Thayer

(4) Mind - "The mind as the faculty of understanding, feeling, desiring.  Mind i.e.
spirit, way of thinking and feeling, thought."  Thayer

g.  "and were by nature children of wrath."
(1) Nature - "1. The nature of things, the force, laws, order, of nature.  Natural sense,

natural conviction or knowledge as opposed to what is learned by instruction and
accomplished by training or prescribed by law.  2.  A mode of feeling and acting
which by long habit has become nature.  3. The sum of innate properties and
powers by which one person differs from others."  Thayer

(2) Wrath - "anger, wrath, indignation."  This is God's wrath, see Rom. 1:18

h.  "even as the rest."  Those among whom we once lived.

2.  Their present condition in Christ - 4-10

a.  "but God being rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us."
(1) Mercy - "mercy; kindness or good will towards the miserable and afflicted, joined

with a desire to relieve them." Thayer
(2) For - "because of"

b.  "even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ."
(1) Make us alive - "to make one alive together with another." Thayer
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c.  "raised us up with him." F      Grace was expressed
                                           GRACE   in action. Faith 

d.  "made us to sit  with him"        I     must be also.
                                                T 

              H

e.  V. 7 is the purpose of making us alive, raising us, and making us sit with him.

f.  Vv. 8-9 is a comprehensive statement showing that God does the saving and not
because of any works of merit we had done.  We were dead but through God's great
love, mercy and grace he saves us.

g.  V. 10 is the conclusion and explains what we are as "the alive with Christ."
(1) Workmanship - "to produce, construct, from, fashion." Thayer
(2) Created - 

(a) to make habitable, to people,  a place, region,  island, hence to found a city,
colony, state, etc.

(b) In the Bible, to create; of God creating the world, man, etc. Mk. 13:19; I Cor.
11:9; Col. 1:16; 3:10

(c) To form, shape, i.e. (for substance) completely to change, to transform." 
Thayer

*Workmanship is "What we are."
*Created is "How we are."
*In Christ is "Where we are."
*Good works is "Why we are."

(3) Which - refers to the good works.
(4) Aforetime prepared - "to prepare before, to make read beforehand." Thayer

C.  The Church - The reconciled ones.  2:11-22

1.  Previous condition of the Gentiles.  vv. 11-12

a.  Separate - "apart from, parted from, alien from, on a distinct footing from,
independently of, etc."  Harper's Ana. Lex.

b.  Alienated - "to alienate, estrange; to be shut out from one's fellowship and intimacy." 
Thayer

c.  Commonwealth - "1. the administration of civil affairs. 2. a state, commonwealth 3.
citizenship, the rights of a citizen."  Thayer

d.  Strangers - "strange, foreign, alien" Harper

e.  "having no hope"
1.  No expectation or desire to receive it.

f.  "without God" - "without God, knowing and worshipping no God.  Passively deserted
of God." Thayer

2.  What Christ did to these sinful groups--both Jew and Gentile. 13-18

a.  v. 13 - The Gentiles (afar off ones) are made near.

b.  v. 14-18 - Christ made both Jew and Gentile one.  Did this in two acts.
(1) By abolishing the law.

(a) Middle wall - "a middle wall, a partition wall, a barrier." Harper
(b) Partition - "a hedge, a fence:  Mt. 21:33; Mk. 12:1; Lk. 14:23; trop. that which

separates, prevents from coming together." Thayer
(c) Break down - "1. to loose any person or thing t ied or fastened. 2. to loose one
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bound i.e. to unbind, release from bonds, set  free, 3. to loosen, untie, dissolve
anything bound or tied.  to break up, demolish, destroy." Thayer

(d) Enmity - "enmity, Lk. 23:12" "1. hated, odious, hateful, hostile, hating, and
opposing another." Thayer see I Cor. 15:25; II Thess. 3:15

(e) Law - "anything established, anything received by usage, a custom, usage, law. 
In the N.T. a command, law. " Thayer

(f) Commandments - "an order, command, charge.  1. a charge, injunction. 2. a
commandment." Thayer

(g) Ordinances - "an opinion, a judgment, doctrine, decree, ordinance.  of rules and
requirements of the law of Moses." Thayer

(h) Having abolished - "to render idle, unemployed, inactive, inoperative.  2.  to
cause to cease; put an end to, do away with, annul, abolish."  Thayer

(2) "created of the two one new man." vv. 15b-18
(a) Peace was attained or made by this creation of one new man.
(b) Both were reconciled to God in the one body (church) through the cross.

i) Reconciled - "to reconcile completely." Thayer
(c) Preached peace to both groups.

i)  When and how? Zech. 9:9-10 Through the gospel--Jn. 14:18-26; Acts 26:23
Through the apostles--II Cor. 5:18-21 Through the Christians--Eph. 3:17;
Phil. 2:14-15; Rev. 22:17

ii)  Access - "1. an act of bringing to, a moving to. 2. access, approach." Thayer

3.  The present condition of both Jew and Gentile in Christ, vv. 19-22.

a.  Vs. 19 shows what they are not and also what they are.
(1) They are no longer strangers and sojourners.  Refers back to vv. 11-12.
(2) They are fellow-citizens with the saints and are members of the Household of

God.
(a) Fellow-citizens - "possessing the same citizenship with others, a fellow-citizen."

Thayer
i)  "Fellow-cit izens--here is the kingdom idea.  Fellow-citizens in the kingdom,

though strangers in the world, 2:19.  I Pet.  2:11-12.  The kingdom and the
church are one." Homer Hailey

ii) "The church was bought with blood--Acts 20:28.  Individuals bought with
blood--I Pet. 1:18-19.  The blood-bought individuals are the kingdom--Rev.
1:5-6; 5:9-10.  Since blood bought individuals constitute both the church and
the kingdom, then both kingdom and church are the same people.

The Bible uses the terms interchangeably  Mt.16:18
I Cor. 4:17-20; Heb. 12:23-18

(b) Household of God - "belonging to a house or family, domestic, intimate,
related by blood, kindred, belonging to, devoted to, adherents of a thing."
Thayer
i)  Household is the family idea. Gal. 6:10; II Cor. 6:16-17; I Tim. 3:15

(3) "being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ  Jesus himself
being the chief corner stone."

(a) Being built - "to build upon, build up."
(b) Foundation - "laid down as a foundation, belonging to a foundation, the

foundation." Thayer
(c) Views concerning "the apostles and prophets."

i)  The foundation is the same one the apostles and prophets were building on,
namely Christ.

ii) The foundation is the one being laid by the apost les and prophets, namely
Christ.

iii) The foundation is the apostles and prophets.  It appears that I cor. 3:10-11



Notes on Ephesians - Page 16 -

would limit it to one of the first two and exclude the third.

(d)  Cornerstone - (akros extreme, and gonia corner, angel), placed at the extreme
corner, cornerstone" Thayer

i)  The cornerstone sets the angel of the corner which determines the lines of
the building.  Each line in the building would be determined by the
cornerstone unless of course they were out of square.

(4) "in whom each several building, fitly frames together." -- ASV "inwhom all the
building fetly framed together." KJV
(a) The Gk. word pasa meaning all or every would fit either translation.  Col. 1:5

"all knowledge", and others would illustrate the KJV rendering.
(b) V. 22 "in whom ye also" would indicate that "each several building" is not

referring to Christians in a separate sense.  It appears that v. 21 is viewing the
building as a whole and v. 22 is viewing the building stone by stone.

(c) Temple - "to dwell", "used of the temple at Jerusalem, but only of the sacred
edifice (or sanctuary) itself consisting of the Holy place and the Holy of holies."
Thayer

(5) "groweth into a holy temple...for a habitation of God in the Spirit ."
(a) Builded together - "to put together or construct by building, out of several

things to build up one whole." Thayer
(b) Habitation - "1. to dwell, settle. 2. to dwell in, inhabit."  Thayer
(c) "A temple of God--the worship idea--a dwelling place for Godin the Spirit, vv.

20-22; see I Cor. 2:9, 16-17; II Cor. 6:16-18; I Cor. 6:19, 20.  The various
congregations make up the church in the aggregate." H. Hailey  (I would say
the various christians make up the church in the aggregate. BGG)

D.  The Church - The manifestation of God's wisdom. 3:1-21

1.  "For this cause" v. 1

a.  because of all he has said in 2:14-22.

2.  "I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus."

a.  Paul was a prisoner in Rome at the time of this writ ing.  He had spent 2 years in
prison in Caesarea (Acts 24:27) and approximately 1 year in Rome.  Many had been
in prison but Paul here says he is THE prisoner.

b.  "of Christ Jesus" shows possession.  He belongs to Christ.

3.  "in behalf of you Gentiles."  see Acts 22:22

4.  Paul breaks the sentence at v. 2 and leaves the subject suspended until v. 14.

a.  "the break at v. 2 is not due to a sudden flood of new thoughts, it is deliberate, made
for a purpose, made so that the purpose for making it lies on the surface...Every
anacoluthon in Paul's writings is a means for saying what he intends to say." (Lenski
p. 463)

b.  "In the second place, in v. 1 Paul leaves the subject suspended.  As he enters upon v.
2, the reader sees that the subject is to remain suspended, suspended for a reason. 
That reason is obvious and even striking.  In this elaborate paragraph (v. 1-13) Paul
presents his apostolic connection with the great work among Gentiles.  He intends to
do just that in this paragraph.  And just because of that he places the suspended
subject at the head of it, for that subject contains the climax of his career as the
apostle to the Gent iles, namely that he, Paul, is the prisoner of Christ Jesus in behalf
of you the Gentiles.  All that follows in the paragraph illumined by the suspended
subject is to be read in the light of the climax it presents.  It is suspended in order to
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make it stand out like a beacon, to make it shed light over the paragraph.  If it were
embodied in v. 2 it could not have done this with such strong effect.  Paul knew how
to get the full effect he wanted.  Admire his skill and mastery in using language fully
to convey his thought." (Lenski, p. 464)

5.  "if so be that ye have heard." v. 2

a.  "This does not express a doubt whether they had heard it or not, for hetakes it for
granted that they had."  (Lipscomb, p. 56)

b.  "It is difficult to imitate the little intensifying ge in English; or "indeed" is a little too
strong.  The condition of reality with its gent le participle states the matter in a mild
and polite form: 'if, indeed, you have heard.'" (Lenski, p. 465)

6.  "of the dispensation." see O,1, page 9

7.  "grace of God" (Acts 9:15; Gal. 2:9; Rom. 11:13)

8.  "how that by revelation was made known unto me the mystery, as I wrote in a few
words" v. 3
a.  Revelation -

(1) A mystery is something not known by men but  can be made known by revelation.
(2) Wrote before in few words could refer back to chapters 1 & 2 and especially 2:14-

22.

9.  "when ye read ye can perceive my understanding in the mystery of Christ"

a.  Read - "1.  To distinguish between, to recognize, to know accurately, to
acknowledge. 2. to read--to read to  others"  Thayer

b.  Perceive - "1.  To perceive with the mind.  to understand, to have understanding. 2. 
To think upon, heed, ponder, consider."  Thayer

c.  Understanding - "1.  A running together, a flowing together  2.  Understanding, the
understanding, the mind so far forth as it understands." Thayer

d.  "the mystery of Christ"

(1) "all this however, means that to mustarion (the mystery) in v. 3 and en to mustario
tou Xristou (in the mystery of Christ) are not identical.  The observation is correct
that, if the two were intended to be the same the mystery of Christ should come
first  since because of it genit ive it is the fuller term, and the mystery should come
second as merely referring to 'the mystery of Christ'.  The reversal of the two
expressions differentiates them."

"'The mystery' = the one stated in v. 6 regarding the Gentiles; 'the mystery of
Christ' = the whole gospel which had to be revealed to men" (Lenski, p. 468)

(a) The above observation would mean that the Ephesians could understand all of
the gospel that Paul understood if they would read it.

10. "which in other....as it hath now been revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets in the
Spirit"

a.  It was vaguely made known to the Jews in the shadow of the Law, but was not fully
made known to "the sons of men" (all people) as it is clearly revealed in this age.

b.  The apostles and prophets are the recipients of the revelations.
(1) Some attempt to make both apostles and prophets refer to the 12 chosen by the

Lord while others think the prophets are O.T. prophets.  I think it must refer to the
12 apostles plus the N.T. prophets (4:11) and affirms that these are the two offices
that receive revelations from God.

c.  "in Spirit"
(1) The definite article (the) is absent in the Greek, however this is the way revelation
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was received.  The work of the Spirit is more completely set forth in I Cor. 2:10-
13; Jn. 14-16

11. One of the unknown factors (mysteries) in the whole scheme or plan of God was "that
the Gentiles are fellow-heirs, and fellow-members of the body, and fellow-partakers of
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel"

a.  Fellow-heirs - see vv. 11 & 14 of Chapter 1 for "heir."
b.  Fellow-members of the same body - "belonging to the same body, fellow members of

the body." Thayer
c.  Fellow-partakers - "Partaking together with one, a joint partaker." Thayer

(1) They are fellow partakers of the promise. (Gen. 12:1-3; Gal. 3:16)
(2) The sphere where they become partakers is in Christ.
(3) The way is through the Gospel.  (I Cor. 4:15; Jas. 1:18; I Pet. 1:22-23)

12. "whereof I was made a minister"

a.  Minister - "one who renders service to another; an attendant, servant."  Harper  "one
who executes the commands of another, or a master, a servant, attendant minister."
Thayer

b.  Paul was made such by the grace of God.

13. "unto me who am less than the least of all saints was this grace given"

a.  Paul debases himself and glorifies the Giver and the gift.  He emphasizes his office as
one he doesn't deserve.

b.  "This is not false humility.  To think that a man with a record like Paul's, a violent
persecutor of the church, should upon his conversion be made one of the chosen
apostles!  Incredible but true.  We should have relegated such a convert to the most
obscure corner of the church, to stay where no one would note his presence; God
elevated him to the highest position in the church, the apostolate.  Grace, grace; gift,
gift--unexampled, glorious." (Lenski, p. 476)

c.  As a minister, Paul preached the unsearchable riches of Christ.
(1) Unsearchable - "that cannot be traced out, that cannot be comprehended." Thayer

14. "principalities...powers...heavenly places" see 1:20-21

15. "might be made known through the church the manifold wisdom of God."

a.  Manifold - "1.  Much variegated; marked with a great variety of colors.  2.  much
varied, manifold."  Thayer

b.  When man or angel observes the church they can see God's great wisdom.  see I Pet.
1:10-12.

16. "according to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus"

a.  The church was not an accident.  God purposed and planned that His wisdom would
be seen through the church and the plans were made in Christ.

17. "in whom we have boldness and access in confidence through our faith in him. 
Wherefore I ask that ye may not faint at my tribulations for you, which are your glory."
12-13

a.  Boldness - "Freedom in speaking, unreservedness in speech.  2.  Free and fearless
confidence, cheerful courage, boldness, assurance." Thayer

b.  Confidence - "trust, confidence." Thayer
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c.  Faint - "to be weary in.  to lose courage.  faint." Thayer

d.  Tribulations - "a pressing, pressing together, pressure, oppression, affliction,
tribulation, distress, straits." Thayer

18. "For this cause."

a.  Refers back to v. 1.  The reason is that God has granted all men to be one in Christ.

b.  "I bow my knee unto the Father"
(1)  Attitude in prayer - Dan. 6:10
(2)  Pros is the face to face preposition.

19.  "every family in heaven and on earth is named"

a.  Pasa meaning every can also mean all or whole.  In this case it would mean the whole
family in heaven and on earth.  This would make one family instead of many.  See also
2:21.  The K.J.V. so translates it.

20. Paul's request to God -

a.  Prays God would give according to the riches of His glory.

b.  The object he prays for is the strengthening of the inner man.
(1) The inner man is the heart, mind, soul, spirit.
(2) The strengthening will be with power.
(3) It will be through the Spirit.

(a) The Spirit makes strong through the word - I Pet. 2:1-2.

c.  The result of a strengthened heart is that Christ will dwell in it by faith.  I John 15:6;
Rom. 10:17; Col. 1:9-11

d.  The end result of all is:
(1) Rooted - "to  cause to strike root,  to strengthen with root,  to render firm, to fix,

establish, cause a person or thing to be thoroughly grounded."  Thayer
(2) "may be strong with all the saints to apprehend...the love which passeth

knowledge."
(a) Strong means "ye may have strength."
(b) Apprehend means "to lay hold of so  as to make one's own, to obtain, to attain

to." Thayer
(3) "that ye may be filled unto all the fullness of God."

(a) Col. 2:9; II Cor. 3:18; Matt. 5:48; I Jn. 3:2; Phil. 3:20-21

21. Glorifying God.   Note: God gets all the glory in the church and in Christ  and it is to be
that way through all generations.  How could any person glorify God out of the church
and Christ??????????

D.  The Church - Its Unity and Growth.  4:1-16

1.  The unifying attitude, or disposition - The attitude or spirit in which unity is to be
achieved and maintained.  vv. 1-3

a.  The Christian's Calling:
(1) God calls or draws - Jn. 6:44-45
(2) God calls according to his purpose - Rom. 8:28
(3) It is a heavenly calling - Heb. 3:1
(4) Called into the fellowship of Christ - I Cor. 1:9
(5) Called into God's kingdom and glory - II Thess. 2:12
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(6) God calls through the gospel - II Thess. 2:14; Jn. 6:45
(7) We return the call or call on God by obedience - Acts 2:21; Rom. 10:13; Acts

22:16
(8) Our walk (manner of life, or conduct) is to be characterized by the following traits

if unity is to exist.
(a) Lowliness - "The having a humble opinion of one's self; a deep sense of one's

(moral) littleness, modesty, humility, lowliness of mind." Thayer
(b) Meekness - "Gentle, mild, meek." Thayer
(c) Longsuffering - Patience, endurance, constancy, steadfastness, perseverance. 

Slowness in avenging wrongs. Thayer (opposed to short temper.  Homer
Hailey)

(d) Forbearing - "To hold up,  in mid. - to hold one's self erect  and firm, to sustain,
to bear, to bear with, endure." Thayer

(e) Diligence - "1. To hasten, make haste.  2. To exert one's self, endeavor, give
diligence." Thayer

(f) Unity - "1. Unity. 2. Unanimity, agreement." Thayer
(g) Bond - "1. That which binds together, a bond, bond. 2. A bundle." Thayer

2.  The unifying elements or facts - The facts upon which unity rests.

a.  One body - Organism, organization, church, etc.

b.  One Spirit  - The Holy Spirit.  One body above, one Spirit that dwells in it.

c.  One hope - Eternal life.  Rom. 8:24; Phil. 1:23.  We can only hope to receive what we
have been promised.

d.  One Lord - Jesus Christ.

e.  One faith - One belief.  Belief or faith rests upon testimony (Rom 10:17).  The
testimony is the gospel.  The thing which is necessary to believe and the only thing
necessary to believe is the gospel.  (Mk. 16:15-16) Jude 3; Rom. 10:17; I Pet. 4:11
"Here 'one faith' is like 'one hope'.  The list presents objective items, our basis of
oneness is objective, must be so in order to be such a basis." Lenski, 512

f.  One baptism - Gal. 3:26-27; Rom. 6:3-5

g.  One God and Father -
(1) of all - Author of every thing - Eph. 1:3; Jas. 1:17; etc.
(2) over all - Supreme even of the Godhead - I Cor. 15:24ff
(3) through all - "expressing immanence, all pervading presence  

H. Hailey
(4) in all - indwelling of God by the Spirit 2:22 (The same way in which Christ dwells

in our hearts, God dwells in our hearts and the Spirit empowers us - through faith.
see 3:17)
(a) "All" refers t the one body and not all creation.  "These 'all' are not only

masculine (persons) but are the ones who constitute the 'one body' with which
Paul begins in v. 4.  the Una Sancta.  This appears from the individualization, 'to
each one of you.' i.e. v. 7.  "These 'all' are his children.  In 2:18 we have already
had 'the Father' and 3:14 'the Father, from whom the whole family is named.'
"all" 'the whole family' the oikeioi of God (2:19), his house or family members."
Lenski, 514

3.  The unifying gifts, offices and works - by which unity is to be achieved and maintained.

a.  The gifts of v. 8 as explained in v. 11.

b.  The gifts are the apostles, prophets, etc. themselves.  God gave Christ to the church
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(1:22) and Christ gave these offices to the church.
(1) Apostles - (the 12 plus Paul)

(a) This group had certain signs which only they could do. Rev. 2:2; II Cor. 12:12
(b) Their job was to witness.  Acts 1:21-22; 2:32-33; 10:29-    

             41; 22:15; 26:16.
(c) There are three classes of apostles in the N.T.

i) Christ - Heb. 3:1
ii) The apostles of Christ (the twelve & Paul) Acts 1:26
iii) Apostles of churches - II Cor. 8:23; Phil. 2:25; Gal.    

          1:19; Acts 14:4

(d) "Apostle" means "one sent forth."
(2) Prophets - A mouth or spokesman. Ex. 4:16; 7:1

(a) Associated with the apostles of Christ insomuch as they both received
revelations from God.  Eph. 2:20; I Cor. 14:29-30

(b) Definite office of their own. Acts 11:27ff; 15:37; 13:1-3; 21:9-10
(3) Evangelists - One who makes known the good news.

(a) Timothy was an evangelist and had a definite job to do (II Tim. 4:5).   Timothy
had a gift (II Tim. 1:6).  The work of the evangelist seems to be two-fold.  (1) 
Live a life that is an example (I Tim. 4:12, 16), and (2) preaching the word (I
Tim. 1:3; 4:6; 4:13, 16; 5:20; II Tim. 1:9; 2:2; 2:15; 4:1-5).

(b) Philip was an evangelist - Acts 21:8
(c) They were the provision for the extension of the church.

(4) Pastors and Teachers - These two share the definite article -- therefore it appears
that in this text the reference is to the two functions of this one office.
(a) Pastors - elders, bishops, shepherds Acts 20:28; I Pet. 5:1-4
(b) Teachers - Instructors

i) They must be faithful and able. II Tim. 2:2; Jas. 3:1; Heb. 5:12
(c) These offices were for the purpose of maintaining and developing the church.

4.  The unifying growth - The growth necessary to achieve and maintain unity.

a.  "for the perfecting of the saints" - This is the purpose for the above offices.
(1) Perfecting - "1. Strengthening, perfecting. 2. A training, disciplining, instruction."

Thayer  The preposition prefixed to the word makes it an emphatic type of
instructing.

b.  Why perfect the saints?  "for the work of ministering."
(1) Ministering - - usually refers to the physical and mental labor of a saint,

however it is used with reference to Timothy's work as an evangelist (II Tim. 4:5).

c.  Why prepare saints for the work of ministering? "unto the building up of the body of
Christ."

 d.  How far should we build?
(1) "Until we all attain" three things:

(a) "unto the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the son of God."
(b) "unto a fullgrown man"

i)  Fullgrown - "1. Brought to its end; finished; wanting nothing necessary to
completeness; perfect.  2. full-grown, adult; of full age, mature." Thayer

(c) "unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ"
i)  Stature - "1. Age, time of life. Term or length of life. 2. Adult age, maturity."

e.  Why should we build to  this complete state?  "that we be no longer
children...but...may grow up in all things into him, who is the head, even Christ."

(1) Children - "The word used here and in I Cor. 3:1; 13:11; Heb. 5:13 is a word
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almost always applied in a bad sense, like our word childish--not to the
guilelessness, the trustfulness, or the humility of children, which the Saviour
emphatically blessed (Matt. 18:2-4), but to their unforeseeing and unthinking
impulsiveness.  The distinction is marked in these words:  'Brethren, be not
children in mind: yet in malice be ye babes, but in mind be men.' (I Cor. 14:20). 
This it describes shallowness and crudeness, liability to disturbance and by every
external impression from without, so as to be 'everything by turns and nothing very
long.'" Lipscomb, p. 80

(2) Sleight - "Dice playing, the deception of men, Eph. 4:14, because diceplayers
sometimes cheated and defrauded their fellow-players." Thayer

(3) Craftiness - "1.  Craftiness, cunning. 2.  A specious or false wisdom.  3. Prudence,
skill, in undertaking and carrying on affairs."  Thayer

(4) Wiles - "1. Cunning arts, deceit, craft, trickery." Thayer

f.  A recap of how the body or church grows up.
(1) All growth centers around Christ as head and depends on each member doing his

part.
(2) Fitly Framed - "To join closely together; to frame together." Thayer
(3) Knit Together - "1. To cause to coalesce, to join together, put together, to unite

or knit together." Thayer
(4) Bond - Joint, "connection, joint" Thayer hapto = to fasten

IV.  A CHRISTIAN'S CONDUCT:  4:17 - 6:24

A.  General exhortations concerning godly living.  4:17 - 6:24

1.  Don't walk as the Gentiles in the vanity of their mind. 4:17-22

a.  Two reasons why people are disobedient:
(1) Ignorance
(2) Hardening of their heart. (cf. Rom. 1:18-32)

b.  Vanity - "1. Vanity. 2. what is devoid of truth and appropriateness. 3. (perverseness,
depravation) 4. Frailty, want of vigor." Thayer

c.  Past Feeling - "1. To cease to feel pain or grief. 2. To bear troubles with greater
equanimity, cease to feel pain. 3. To become callous, insensible to pain, apathetic."
Thayer

d.  Lasciviousness - "1. Unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness, lasciviousness,
wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness, insolence." Thayer

e.  Uncleanness - "uncleanness" in either a physical or moral sense. Thayer

f.  Greediness - "1. To have more, or greater part  or share. 2. To be superior, excel,
surpass, have an advantage over. 3. To gain, take advantage of another, to
overreach." Thayer

g.  Deceit - "Means to deceive, seduce into error, Eph. 5:6; I Tim. 2:14; Ja. 1:26.
Harper's

2.  After putting off the above attributes which belonged to the old man, then--"put on the
new man that after God hath been created in righteousness and holiness of truth."

3.  "Wherefore" -- because you have done the above (namely put off the old man and put on
the new) then do the following:

a.  Put away falsehood - (negative)
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b.  Speak truth - (positive)

c.  Be angry and sin not...(negative and positive)

B.  Old Man - 4:22

1.  Things a Christian should put on - PARALLELS FROM COLOSSIANS 3:12-17

a.  A heart of compassion - Eph. 4:32.  Pity, mercy, pity for the afflicted with a desire to
help.

b.  Kindness - Eph. 4:32. "Moral goodness, integrity, kindness." Thayer

c.  Lowliness - Humility. Eph. 4:2-3

d.  Meekness - Attitude of seeking to please God. Eph. 4:2-3

e.  Longsuffering - Eph. 4:2 "slowness in avenging wrongs" Thayer "disposition that
leads to suppression of anger opposed to short temper." Homer Hailey

f.  Forbearing one another - Eph. 4:32

g.  Forgiving each other - Eph. 4:32

h.  Love - Eph. 5:1 Attitude that makes one always act in the best interest of the one he
loves.

i.  Peace of Christ rule your hearts - Eph. 3:17

j.  Be ye thankful - Eph. 5:4; 5:20

k.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly - Eph. 5:17-18

l.  Teaching and admonishing - Eph. 5:19

m.  Do all in the name of the Lord Jesus - Eph. 5:10

n.  Giving thanks to God the Father, through Him - Eph. 5:20

2.  Relationships - the manner a Christian should conduct himself. Colossians 3:18-4:1 

a.  Wife's relationship and conduct toward husband.

Col. 3:18  "Wives, be in subjection to your
husbands as is fitting in the Lord."

Eph. 5:23 "But as the Church
is subject to Christ , so let     the wives also be
to their  husbands in everything."

b.  Husband's relat ionship and conduct toward wife.

Col. 3:19 "Husbands, love your wives, and
be not bitter against them."

Eph. 5:25 "Husbands, love your wives, even
as Christ also loved the church."

c.  Children's relation and conduct toward parents.

Col.  3:20 "Children, obey your parents in all
things for this is well pleasing in the Lord."

Eph. 6:1 "Children, obey  your parents in the
Lord:      for this is right."
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3.  Things a Christian should put off - Eph. 5:2-22

a.  Fornication - "Fornicat ion, prostitution. a. prop. of illicit sexual intercourse in
general." Thayer

b.  Uncleanness - "Uncleanness, lewdness; impurity." Thayer

c.  Greediness - "Greedy desire to have more, covetousness, avarice." Thayer

d.  Becometh - "It becomes, it is fitting, it is proper, it is right, becoming suitable,
decorous."  Harper

e.  Filthiness - "base, dishonorable." Thayer

f.  Foolish talking - "foolish talk." Harper

g.  Jesting - "pleasantry, humor, facetiousness, in a bad sense, scurrility, ribaldry, low
jesting." Thayer

h.  Befitting - "to  have come up to , arrived at,  to reach to, pertain to,  something
appertains to one, is due to him." Thayer

i.  Idolater - "an idolater, worshipper of idols." Thayer

j.  Goodness - "uprightness of heart and life, kindness, beneficence." Thayer

k.  Proving - "to test, examine, prove, scrutinize." Thayer

l.  Well-pleasing - "well-pleasing, acceptable." Thayer

m.  Fellowship - "to  become a partaker together with other or to have fellowship with a
thing." Thayer

n.  Reprove - "to convince, refute, confute." Thayer

o.  Redeeming - "to redeem, to ransom, buy off, to buy up, to buy up for oneself." 
Thayer

p.  Time - "due measure, a measure of time, a fixed and definite time." Thayer

q.  Foolish - "without reason, senseless, foolish, stupid; without reflection or intelligence,
acting rashly."  Thayer

r.  Drunk - "to intoxicate, make drunk, become intoxicated."  Thayer

s.  Riot - "incorrigibleness; abandoned, dissolute life; profligacy, prodigality.  Thayer

C.  New Man -

1.  The music God expects - Eph. 5:19

a.  Psalms - "a striking; twanging; spec. a striking the chords of a musical instrument;
hence a pious song, a psalm. Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16" Thayer

b.  Hymns - "in Greek writing from Hom., down, a song in praise of gods, heroes,
conquerors, but in the Scrip. of God; a sacred song, hymn." Thayer

c.  Songs - "a song, lay, ode; in the Scriptures a song in praise of God or Christ."  Thayer
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d.  Singing - "common in Gk. of every period; in Scrip. to sing, chant." Thayer

e.  Making Melody - "a. to pluck off, pull out.  b. to touch or strike the chord, to twang
the strings of a musical instrument to  that they gently vibrate; and absol. to play on a
stringed instrument, to play the harp, etc. to sing to themusic of the harp; in the N.T.
to sing a hymn, to celebrate the praises of God in song."  Thayer

2.  Relationships - 5:21f

a.  Wife to husband - v. 22

(1) In subjection would refer back to 5:21.
(2) In subjection as the church is to Christ - v. 24.
(3) Fear her husband - v. 33

(a) Fear - "to terrify, frighten, to put to flight by terrifying, to be put to flight, to
flee. to reverence, venerate, to  treat with deference or reverential obedience." 
Thayer

b.  Husband to wife -

(1) Head of wife - v. 23
(a) As Christ is the head of the church v. 23.

(2) Love wife -
(a) As Christ loved the church. v. 25

Was willing to die for it.
(b) Love wife as own body. vv. 28, 33.
(c) Nourisheth - "to nourish up to maturity, to nourish, to nurture, bring up." 

Thayer
(d) Cherisheth - "to warm, to keep warm. 2. to cherish with tender love; to foster

with tender love."  Thayer
(e) Leave father and mother and cleave to wife.

i) Leave - "to leave behind, to depart from leave." Thayer
ii) Cleave - "to glue upon, glue to, to join one's self too closely, cleave to, stick

to."  Thayer

c.  Christ and the church.

(1) Christ is head of the church.
(2) Church subject to Christ.
(3) Christ loved the church.  (To the extent he gave his life for it in order to:

(a) Sanctify - "1.  To render or acknowledge to be venerable, to hallow, 2.  To
separate from things profane and dedicate to God, to consecrate and so render
inviolable.  3.  To purify."  Thayer

(b) Cleansed - "1.  To make clean, to cleanse. a. To free from the defilement of sin
and from faults; to purify from wickedness. b. To free from the guilt of sin, to
purity. c. To consecrate by cleansing or purifying, to consecrate, dedicate.  2. 
To pronounce clean in a levitical sense."  Thayer

(c) Glorious - "in good or in great esteem, of high repute, illustrious, honorable,
esteemed."  Thayer

(d) Spot - "a spot, a fault."  Thayer

(e) Wrinkle - "a wrinkle"  Thayer

(f) Holy - "1.  Reverend, worthy of veneration. 2. Set apart for God, to be as it
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were, exclusively his.  3.  of sacrifices and offerings prepared for God with
solemn rite, pure, clean. 4.  In a moral sense, pure, sinless, upright, holy." 
Thayer

(g) Without blemish - "Blameless, without blemish."  Thayer

(4) Nourisheth and cherisheth it, v. 29.
(5) Became one with it - vv. 31-33

d.  Children's relationship to parents - vv. 1-3

(1) Obey parents
(2) Honor parents

e.  Parent's relationship to children - v. 4

(1) Fathers provoke not the children to wrath
(a) Provoke - "To raise to wrath, to provoke, exasperate, anger." Thayer

(2) Nurture them (see 5:29)

(a) In the chastening and admonition of the Lord.
i)  Chastening - "The whole training and education of children, 2. whatever in

adults also cultivates the soul, esp. by correcting mistakes and curbing the
passions; hence a. instruction which aims at the increase of virtue." Thayer

 ii)  Admonition - "admonition, exhortation."

f.  Servants' relationship to master - vv. 5-8

(1) Be obedient in fear and trembling.
(a) Fear - see 5:33
(b) Trembling - "A trembling, quaking, with fear and trembling." Thayer
(c) Singleness - "Singleness, simplicity, sincerity, mental honesty." Thayer

(2) Serve not as men-pleasers -
Work as servants of Christ.

g.  Masters' relationship to servants - v. 9

(1) Do the same things unto them (servants)

(2) Forbear threatening.

h.  The Christian's relationship to the devil's forces.

(1) Devil is the Christian's enemy.
(2) Christian must always wear fighting armor.

(a) Gird your loins with truth.
(b) Breastplate of righteousness.
(c) Shod feet with the preparat ion of the gospel.
(d) Shield of faith.
(e) Helmet of salvation.
(f) Sword of the Spirit.
(g) Prayer and supplication

i) Supplication - "need, indigence, a seeking, asking, entreating, entreaty." 
Thayer

ii) Perseverance
iii) Boldness - "freecom in speaking, boldness of speech.  Unreservedness in
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speech, frankly, openly." Thayer
iv) Ambassador - "an old man, an ambassador - to be elder,  to be older, prior by

birth or in age." Thayer

D.  Conclusion - personal salutations - vv. 21-24.


